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Publishing 101

Mary likes to write poetry. John spends
hours making up ghost stories. Both dream
of being published. If this sounds like your
child, here are some tips to turn his dreams
into reality.

Ready? Encourage your youngster to
choose a topic he thinks will interest other
children. He might consider what he likes
to read about (cars, pirates). Then, he
could try an unusual angle to capture an
editor’s attention (example: a pirate’s little
boy runs away to join the “good guys”).

Set? Once your child writes his story or
poem, suggest that he look for magazines
or Web sites where it would fit. He should
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Adopt a school

My son’s teacher
frequently sends notes home asking for
volunteers. Since several of my coworkers
have children in the same school, 1
approached them with an idea—our
office could “adopt” the school.

I called the principal and suggested
our plan. She met with the teachers, and
together they made a list of volunteer
opportunities. Using the list, I started
a sign-up sheet
at work.

Throughout the
year, we've made
a big difference.
Some of us donated
lunch hours to
place book catalog
orders and make
copies. Others took
vacation days to help with the science fair.
One person even found time to organize a
student newspaper.

The idea has worked so well that we’re
already signing up for next school year! i}
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Submit! Finally, your child
should proofread his work
carefully for spelling,
punctuation, and gram-
mar. Let him read his
story or poem aloud to
you as a final check.
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Note: These Web sites are

good places to start:
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® Creative Kids, www.prufrock.com
® Magic Dragon, www.magicdragon

magagine.com

® Cyberkids, www.cyberkids.com

® Launch Pad, www.launchpadmag.com

® Kids’ Space Storybook, www.kids-space
.org

® Young Writer, http://youngwriter.org

check the content (poetry, science fiction,
general) and age range. Be sure he reads the
writer’s guidelines, too. Example: “Poems
must be typed and may not exceed 100
words.”
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GAMES WEB SITES
M The Un.game W Highlights for Kids
Spark family This Web site companion to the popu-

conversation
with this open-ended
game. Players answer
questions, such as “What are the four
most important things in your life?”
There are no right or wrong answers
and no winners or losers—just plenty
of chances to boost thinking and com-
munication. Talicor

B Man Bites Dog

Use your sentence-building skills to
create funny headlines. Fach card con-
tains a word or short phrase (Navy,
340 1b.) and a point value. The more
words you string together, the higher
your score. University Games

lar magazine is packed with activities.
Regular features include a science
question, history facts, and a mystery
photo. Your youngster will also find
stories, crafts, and jokes that change
every month. www.highlightskids.com

M ASPCA Animaland (|5~
Visit Animaland to e G
watch cartoons about
pet care, read news, U
and find out about i )
careers working with animals. Young
animal lovers can play games, print
out puzzles, or go on a “cyberhunt” to
learn more about animals.
www.dspca.org/animaland

A ritual for all ages

0 My daughter still wants me to read to her. Shouldn’t she be reading on her
own now?

o Reading aloud to your child has no age limit.
Listening to more experienced readers helps older
children make the transition from easier to more
complex books—an important step in becoming a
lifelong reader. Plus, your child will probably like the
one-on-one time.

Here are some ways to keep things interesting for both
of you. Select books that you and your youngster will enjoy. Try a classic, such as
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott, and read a new chapter each night. You might
take turns reading the dialogue of different characters. Finally, bring the story to life
by playing a game, eating a meal, or doing an activity mentioned in the book.





