
Program Characteristics

Special Programs and Opportunities

Fireside is a neighborhood school nestled in Louisville and home to 440 
students. Celebrating our 17th year, we enjoy an excellent reputation as a 
school with high academic expectations and one that holds as a core value the 
importance of developing the whole child. The Boulder Valley School District 
curriculum serves as our guide and provides students with a solid foundation 
from which to build for the future. We believe in challenging all students to 
do their best while acknowledging the unique needs of every child. We meet 
the needs of students through extension activities as well as through special 
programming efforts designed and implemented by teachers. We believe in 
the importance of well-rounded students and plan accordingly to meet the 
developmental, social, emotional and physical needs in addition to the child’s 
cognitive needs.

With a rich multicultural population, we have families that speak 15 different 
languages at our school.

One of our strengths is the partnership we have with parents, the university, 
and community and business organizations. As a result, we are able to provide 
a learning experience that reaches beyond the bounds of the school. In this 
way, students can more readily understand and navigate the world around 
them.

In addition to the curricular offerings described above, we offer many other 
programming options for students. The following list illuminates just a few of 
the many programs offered at Fireside:

Student Council

Junior Great Books

Math Olympiad

Destination Imagination

Intramurals

Choir

Skip-and Kick Club

Art Club

Hand Bell Choir

Science Fair

Instrumental Music

School Recycling Program

Community Assistance Programs

Track-and-Field Days

Fun Run

Variety Show

Fifth-grade musical

Demographics

Special Programs

ELL
(English Lan-

guage Learners)

Lunch SPED
(Special Educa-
tion Students)

504
(non-SPED 

Disabled 
Students) 

TAG
(Talented 

and Gifted 
Students)

Free Reduced

# % # % # % # % # % # %

20 4.5% 46 10.2% 10 2.2% 61 13.6% 1 0.2% 23 5.1%

Gender Ethnicity

Female Male American 
Indian

African 
American

Caucasian Asian Latino

# % # % # % # % # % # % # %

237 52.8% 212 47.2% 0 0% 8 1.8% 352 78.4% 36 8% 53 11.8%

School Climate
Assurance of our good faith effort of implementation of a safe school plan, 
including use of a threat assessment team to evaluate threats of violence, is pro-
vided in our annual End-of-Year Report which is available in the school offi ce.

This report provides evidence that
• the school improvement team an a lyz es and uses data from the student 

climate survey; 
• the school is taking specifi c actions to continuously improve the safe, civil 

learning environment of the school; 
• the school has a mech a nism for stu dents to report anonymously state-

ments or conduct that worries them; 
• the school is working to overcome any “code of silence” that may exist in 

the current student culture; 
• the school has adopted some form of a bully-prevention program (e.g. 

confl ict mediation, character education, restorative justice); and 
• a threat assessment team has been established at the school.

According to the 2005-06 Parent Snapshot and Student Climate Surveys . . .
• 84 percent of students say they feel safe at school.
• 92 percent of students say they have friends at school. 
• 98 percent of parents say teachers treat their student with respect. 
• 100 percent of parents say students of different cultural, racial and ethnic 

backgrounds are treated with respect at this school.

Fireside Elementary
845 West Dahlia

Louisville, CO, 80027
Phone: 303.665.0700

Principal: Pat Heinz-Pribyl
http://schools.bvsd.org/fi reside/

Welcome to Fireside Elementary School! We are proud and honored to 
share information with you about our school. This year marks our 17th 
year as an exceptional center for learning in Louisville.

We would like to acquaint you with the philosophy that guides our work 
at Fireside. First, we believe that the most important partnership is the 
one between home and school. We invite you to be part of a powerful and 
dynamic learning experience, one that benefi ts all children and supports 
them in being the best they can be.

Second is the notion that every child can succeed in school. We have 
programs and interventions to support children and their unique learning 
styles. Points of pride include our Talented and Gifted programming 
which supports identifi ed students in several different content areas. 
Our English Language Learners are making remarkable progress on their 
acquisition of English. Students receiving special education assistance are 
also making anticipated gains.

Fireside’s student achievement scores have historically been among the 
highest in the school district and state as measured by the Colorado 
Student Assessment Program (CSAP). We are understandably proud of 
this distinction. However, strong academic achievement is not enough. 
We believe that social, emotional and physical qualities of a child’s 
development are equally important. Perhaps a Fireside parent summed 
it up best when he said, “Over the years, my son has developed mastery, 
creativity, discipline and enthusiasm for the academic subjects he has 
studied. Equally important is how he has grown in other ways—he has 
developed respect, kindness, friendship and true caring for his fellow 
students.”

We are honored to be part of the Fireside community where we celebrate 
students and learning every day of the year!

Pat Heinz-Pribyl, Principal

Fireside Elementary

Fall 2006 Report on 

Message from the Principal

Boulder Valley
School District

Percentage of Staff and Students of Color

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

Staff 7% 8% 8% 9% 14% 12%

Students 19% 20% 21% 23% 23% 22%

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Fireside Elementary

Percentage of Staff and Students of Color

This school is fully accredited by the District 
in compliance with the Colorado State accreditation indicators. 



Achievement Data

Parent Satisfaction
According to the 2005-06 Snapshot Survey. . . 

•    98 percent of parents say their child has a positive attitude about his/her 
school.

•    93 percent agree that the school sets high and realistic expectations for 
their child.

•    97 percent of parents say they feel welcome at this school.

CSAP data is presented in the form of weighted index. To calculate the weighted 

index, each per for mance level is given an assigned value and then the values are 

averaged. An advanced profi cient score is worth 150, pro fi  cient is 100, partially 

profi cient is 50 and un sat is fac to ry and not tested receive -50. If all students were 

to achieve a score of profi cient, a school’s weighted index score would be 100. The 

weighted index calculation works in much the same way as a grade point average 

(GPA). Point values are given for each grade (or level of pro fi  cien cy) and the average 

falls between the values associated with those cat e go ries. 

Please note, weighted index calculations must be viewed in light of standard error. 

Standard error gives a rough idea of how much we might expect the average score for 

all students to vary due to chance, based on the number of students who were as sessed. 

State Assessments

Standard Error for 
School

      01-02      +/- 3 
      02-03      +/- 3 
      03-04      +/- 3 
      04-05      +/- 3
      05-06      +/- 3

Standard Error for 
School

      01-02      +/- 3 
      02-03      +/- 3 
      03-04      +/- 3 
      04-05      +/- 3
      05-06      +/- 3

Standard Error for 
School

      
      04-05      +/- 4
      05-06      +/- 4

Teacher Quality
Federal laws enacted in 2002 require school districts to hire teachers who 
meet identifi ed standards and who are deemed highly qualifi ed in their fi eld of 
endorsement. Approximately 99.7 percent of Boulder Valley School District’s 
teachers currently meet or exceed the federal requirements. The district has an 
exceptionally well-qualifi ed cadre of teachers, who on average have 12 years 
of teaching experience. Over half of our teachers hold advanced degrees. For 
any teacher who does not currently meet the federal criteria, a plan exists to 
become highly qualifi ed by the end of the 2006-07 school year.  

Additional information on staff classifi cation, salaries and professional experi-
ence of teachers is included in the School Accountability Report by the Colo-
rado Department of Education. 

To request specifi c information about a teacher’s qualifi cations, parents may 
fi ll out a Teacher Qualifi cation Request form. These forms are available from 
the school offi ce, at the BVSD website (go to http://www.bvsd.org/Parents and 
scroll to the bottom of the page for the link), or at the district Education Cen-
ter Human Resources department (6500 East Arapahoe Road). To ensure that 
fair and uniform information is provided, no requests for teacher qualifi cation 
will be processed at the school. All requests must be processed by the Boulder 
Valley School District’s Department of Human Resources. 

Student Teacher Ratio: 17.0:1

According to the 2005-06 Snapshot Survey. . .

• 96 percent of parents say teachers at this school encourage their student to 
do his/her best. 

• 90 percent of parents agree teachers at this school are committed to maxi-
mizing student achievement.

District Assessments

The district is required to assess and report student achievement of standards 
in social studies, art, music, physical education and world languages as these 
are not assessed by CSAP. Boulder Valley determines student achievement 
in these areas by having teachers administer district-developed common 
as sess ments and use the results of these assessments to inform their pro fes sion al 
judgment regarding individual student performance relative to identifi ed 
content standards. Other student work may also be included in the evidence 
that teachers use to make their determinations. 

Results for the elementary level music and art standards are reported below. 
Assessment in other areas is being phased in over the next few years. Results 
for district assessed standards are reported as the percent of students who are 
profi cient and above.

                      Music

                                       2005-06

 School      sing                    85 %

                  play                    81 %

                  read/write          96 %

 BVSD       sing                    86 %

                  play                    90 %

                  read/write          92 %

       Visual Arts
Elements/Design/

Sensory and 
Expressive Features

                2005-06

 School         100 %

 BVSD            98 %
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CSAP Reading Weighted Index Results 

for All Grades
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CSAP Writing Weighted Index Results 

for All Grades
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Colorado Fireside

CSAP Math Weighted Index Results 

for All Grades

2005            2006             2005 2006

Beginning in spring 2005, CSAP math tests were administered to 3rd and 4th graders

as well as 5th graders, who were the only elementary grade taking it in prior years. 

Therefore, only two years of data are available for all three grades.
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CSAP Science Weighted Index 

Results for All Grades 

2006                 2006

Spring 2006 was the first time science CSAP tests were administered to elementary 

students. Only 5th grade students took this assessment.

Standard Error for 
School

      
      05-06      +/- 7


