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ADA  Americans with Disabilities Act 

ADAAG  Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities.

Aesthetic Ordering System  The guiding concept to generate form and guide the physical layout of 
the playground in terms of expression of the ‘big idea’ and in organization.

Annual  A plant whose life cycle lasts only one year, from seed to blooms to seed.

ASTM  American Society for Testing and Materials.

Buffer  A landscaped area planted with suffi cient width and density to act as a barrier or screen between 
spaces.  Additional buffering elements like walls, berms, and fences in conjunction with plant materials 
can also provide effective buffering.

BVSD  Boulder Valley School District.

CIPC  Capital Improvement Planning Committee.   A fi fteen member committee appointed in April 2004 
by the Boulder Board of Education to evaluate and update the District Facilities Master Plan.

Composite Play Equipment  A play structure where two or more play components are attached or 
functionally linked to create an integrated unit that provides more than one play activity.  The manner 
in which play components are combined is not relevant so long as they are functionally linked.  When 
individual parts of a composite structure act as a single unit, they are considered functionally linked, 
even if the parts are not physically attached to the structure.  Examples may include play “pods” that 
may not be attached to the main structure, but that serve as a play opportunity adjoining the main play 
structure as a child can progress from one structure to another.

Coniferous  A plant species with foliage (needle or broadleaf) that persists and remains green year 
round.

Construction Documents  Construction plans that include drawings in oversized format and written 
specifi cations in booklet form used for construction of built work.

Critical Fall Height  The fall height below which a life-threatening head injury would not be expected 
to occur.  (U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.)

DAT Design Advisory Team   A committee, including a landscape architect and school representatives, 
that designs the school’s master plan.

Deciduous  A plant species that sheds its foliage at the end of the growing season.  The term “deciduous” 
is used primarily in reference to trees and shrubs.

Design Concept  The ‘big idea’ expressing the overall design concept for the site.

ECE  Early childhood education (ECE) programs include any type of educational program that serves 
children in the preschool years and is designed to improve later school performance. There are several 
types of programs known by a variety of names, including preschool and pre-kindergarten (pre-K).

Eco-play  Naturalized areas informally designed for play activities and to combat the nature defi cit of 
modern, especially urban, children.  Areas promote un-programmed play and are imbued with learning 
activities, particularly in areas of science.  
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EFMP  Educational Facilities Master Plan.   The comprehensive long-range facility improvement plan  
prepared by the BVSD CIPC.

Fall Zone  See Use Zone. 

FCA  Facility Condition Assessment summarized in the EFMP. 

Garden Retrofi t Fund  Funds paid by the school to the district and placed in escrow to be used to 
retrofi t unused (4 years dormant) specialty gardens to either hardscape or shrub beds.   Funds are 
administered by BVSD.

Geotechnical Report  Report summarizing analyses of site samples and compiled by a soils engineering 
company to inform the design and engineering of built work.

Groundcover  A low-growing, dense growth of plants installed for ornamental purposes or to prevent 
soil erosion in areas such as deep shade or steep slopes.

Hardscape  The inanimate elements of landscaping, especially paving but also structures such as 
benches, gazebos, stone walls, concrete, and brick.

Independent Play Equipment  A play structure where a single play component provides a single play 
activity for one or more participants. 

Impervious  In terms of landscaping, impervious materials do not permit water to pass through and 
enter the ground.

Improvement  Any change to the playground whereby objects are permanently affi xed to the site or 
any change to the site grading. 

IPEMA  International Play Equipment Manufacturer’s Association.

LEED  Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Program (US Green Building 
Council)

MUOF  Multi-Use Outdoor Facilities  Elementary school playgrounds assessed for the EFMP using on 
site visits along with interviews with school staff including athletic directors and coaches.  Findings were 
compiled and a priority system was established based on safety, usability, equity, and conditions that 
were then applied to all of the schools.

Ornamental Grass  As opposed to a turf grass, a grass that is not mown but is allowed to grow to its 
full potential and is valued in the landscape for its form, texture, and color.  

Ornamental Tree  A small tree that has high visual impact either from its form or color.  Mature height 
is normally 25 feet or less.

PCA  Program Compatibility Assessment summarized in the EFMP. 

Perennial  A plant or fl ower that usually takes more than one growing season to mature and usually 
lives for more than one year, including over the winter.  Usually a fl ower, a perennial plant typically 
grows for three or more years. 

Pervious  In terms of landscaping, pervious materials permit water to pass through and enter the 
ground by virtue of their porous nature or by large spaces in the material.
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Play Pit  An excavated area with permanent borders and backfi lled with safety surfacing within the use 
zone of play equipment.

PMT Project Management Team  The team of district and professional designers working with the DAT 
to design and administer construction of a playground project. 

Professional Design Team  The team of professional engineers, architects, and BVSD representative, 
including a project manager, that work together to create the construction documentation that enable 
construction of the master plan or its phases. 

Program Element  A site feature.  Examples include garden beds, trike track, basketball court, turf 
fi eld, parking lot, etc.

Safety Surfacing  A shock absorbing, accessible surface located within the Use Zone to reduce the 
risk of injury due to falls.

Shade Tree  A tall perennial woody plant having a main trunk and branches forming a distinct elevated 
crown.  Mature height normally exceeds 25 feet.

Shrub  A coniferous or deciduous woody plant of relatively low height, having several stems arising 
from the base and lacking a single trunk.  Height is normally 15 feet or less at maturity.

Socialization  The process whereby a child learns to get along with and to behave similarly to other 
people in the group, largely through imitation as well as group pressure.

Statement of Probable Construction Costs  Construction budget estimate compiled by the landscape 
architect. 

Sustainable Design  Design practices that seek to reduce consumption of non-renewable resources, 
minimize waste, and create healthy, productive environments that balance human needs and economics 
without diminishing the health and productivity of natural systems

Turfgrass  A spreading or stoloniferous grass, as opposed to a tufted ornamental grass. A turfgrass 
endures and requires regular mowing.

Un-Programmed Play  Play that is not designed, pre-ordained, organized, or anticipated.  Free play. 

Use Zone  The ground level area beneath and immediately adjacent to a play structure or equipment 
that is designated for unrestricted circulation around the equipment and on whose surface it is predicted 
that a user would land when falling from or exiting the equipment. Designers and operators sometimes 
use the term “fall zone” to identify the “use zone.”

Vine  A weak-stemmed plant that derives its support from climbing, twining, or creeping along a surface 
(e.g., arbors, pergolas, trellises, latticework, other plants, cliff faces) or that grows along the ground.  
Vines are classifi ed as either climbers or creepers.

Woody Plant  Any vascular plant that has a perennial stem that is above ground and covered by a layer 
of thickened bark.  Woody plants are usually trees, shrubs, cactus, or perennial vines.

Xeric  Of or adapted to an extremely dry habitat.
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The following lists refl ect current plant materials known to be invasive and/or problematic 
for Colorado and for school grounds.  Plant materials listed are to be AVOIDED on 
BVSD school campuses.  

Colorado Department of Agriculture
Colorado Noxious Weed List

LIST A:  species in Colorado that are designated by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Colorado 
Department of Agriculture, for eradication:

African rue  Peganum harmala
Camelthorn  Alhagi pseudalhagi
Common crupina  Crupina vulgaris
Cypress spurge  Euphorbia cyparissias
Dyer’s woad  Isatis tinctoria
Giant salvinia  Salvinia molesta
Hydrilla  Hydrilla verticillata
Meadow knapweed  Centaurea pratensis
Mediterranean sage  Salvia aethiopis
Medusahead  Taeniatherum caput-medusae
Myrtle spurge  Euphorbia myrsinites
Orange hawkweed  Hieracium aurantiacum
Purple loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria
Rush skeletonweed  Chondrilla juncea
Sericea lespedeza  Lespedeza cuneata
Squarrose knapweed  Centaurea virgata
Tansy ragwort  Senecio jacobaea
Yellow starthistle Centaurea solstitialis

LIST B:  Weed species are species for which the Commissioner, in consultation with the state 
noxious weed advisory committee, local governments, and other interested parties, develops 
and implements state noxious weed management plans designed to stop the continued spread 
of these species:

Absinth wormwood  Artemisia absinthium
Black henbane  Hyoscyamus niger
Bouncingbet  Saponaria offi cinalis
Bull thistle  Cirsium vulgare
Canada thistle  Cirsium arvense
Chinese clematis  Clematis orientalis
Common tansy  Tanacetum vulgare
Common teasel  Dipsacus fullonum
Corn chamomile  Anthemis arvensis
Cutleaf teasel  Dipsacus laciniatus
Dalmatian toadfl ax, broad-leaved  Linaria dalmatica
Dalmatian toadfl ax, narrow-leaved  Linaria genistifolia
Dame’s rocket  Hesperis matronalis
Diffuse knapweed  Centaurea diffusa
Eurasian watermilfoil  Myriophyllum spicatum
Hoary cress  Cardaria draba
Houndstongue  Cynoglossum offi cinale
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Leafy spurge  Euphorbia esula
Mayweed chamomile  Anthemis cotula
Moth mullein  Verbascum blattaria
Musk thistle  Carduus nutans
Oxeye daisy  Chrysanthemum leucanthemum
Perennial pepperweed  Lepidium latifolium
Plumeless thistle  Carduus acanthoides
Quackgrass  Elytrigia repens
Redstem fi laree  Erodium cicutarium
Russian knapweed  Acroptilon repens
Russian-olive  Elaeagnus angustifolia
Salt cedar  Tamarix chinensis, T.parvifl ora, and
 T.  ramosissima
Scentless chamomile  Matricaria perforata
Scotch thistle  Onopordum acanthium
Scotch thistle  Onopordum tauricum
Spotted knapweed  Centaurea maculosa
Spurred anoda  Anoda cristata
Sulfur cinquefoil  Potentilla recta
Venice mallow  Hibiscus trionum
Wild caraway  Carum carvi
Yellow nutsedge  Cyperus esculentus
Yellow toadfl ax  Linaria vulgaris

LIST C:  Weed species are species for which the Commissioner, in consultation with the state 
noxious weed advisory committee, local governments, and other interested parties, will develop 
and implement state noxious weed management plans designed to support the efforts of local 
governing bodies to facilitate more effective integrated weed management on private and public 
lands. The goal of such plans will not be to stop the continued spread of these species but to 
provide additional education, research, and biological control resources to jurisdictions that 
choose to require management of List C species:

Chicory  Cichorium intybus
Common burdock  Arctium minus
Common mullein  Verbascum thapsus
Common St. Johnswort  Hypericum perforatum
Downy brome  Bromus tectorum
Field bindweed  Convolvulus arvensis
Halogeton  Halogeton glomeratus
Johnsongrass  Sorghum halepense
Jointed goatgrass Aegilops cylindrica
Perennial sowthistle  Sonchus arvensis
Poison hemlock  Conium maculatum
Puncturevine  Tribulus terrestris 
Velvetleaf  Abutilon theophrasti
Wild proso millet Panicum miliaceum
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Colorado Native Plant Society
Plant species to AVOID for Landscaping, Revegetation, and Restoration.

INVASIVE EXOTIC FORBS:  Often found in seed mixes or nurseries.

Baby’s breath Gypsophila paniculata
Bouncing bet, soapwort Saponaria offi cinalis (Lychnissaponaria)
Chicory  Cichorium intybus
Chinese clematis  Clematis orientalis
Common yarrow European variety Achillea millefolium (European variety)
Cypress spurge  Euphorbia cyparissias
Dalmation toadfl ax, butter & eggs  Linaria dalmatica sspecies dalmatica 
Dame’s rocket  Hesperis matronalis 
Mayweed chamomile  Anthemis cotula
Mediterranean sage  Salvia aethiopis 
Mullein  Verbascum thapsus
Myrtle spurge, Mercer’s spurge  Euphorbia myrsinites 
Ox-eye daisy  Leucanthemum vulgare (Chrysanthemum 
 leucanthemum) 
Perennial sweet pea, perennial peavine  Lathyrus latifolius 
Purple loosestrife, European wand loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria, L. virgatum 
Scentless chamomile, wild cham., Anthemis arvensis, Matricaria perforata
  (M. inodora), 
Scentless mayweed  M. maritima (Tripleurospermum inodorum) 
St. John’s wort, Klamath weed  Hypericum perforatum 
Sulphur cinquefoil  Potentilla recta 
Sweet clover, white  Melilotus alba 
Sweet clover, yellow  Melilotus offi cianalis 
Tansy  Tanacetum vulgare 
Teasel  Dipsacus fullonum 
Yellow Toadfl ax, butter & eggs  Linaria vulgaris 

INVASIVE EXOTIC SHRUBS

Buckthorn  Rhamnus frangula (Frangula alnus) 
Scotch Broom  Cytisus scoparius 

INVASIVE EXOTIC TREES

Russian olive  Elaeagnus angustifolia 
Salt cedar, Tamarisk  Tamarisk ramosissima (chinensis), T. parvifl ora 

INVASIVE EXOTIC CONTAMINANTS that may be found in commercially-grown seed

Downy brome, cheatgrass  Bromus tectorum 
Yellow starthistle  Centaurea solstitialis 



BVSD Playground Design Guidelines

School Grounds List
Plant species to AVOID for Landscaping.

DECIDUOUS TREES

Apple Trees Malus species Fruitless accepted only.
Aspen Populus tremuloides Acceptable in small numbers.
Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia Thornless accepted only.
Black Walnut Juglans nigra Poisonous root zone, projectile fruit.
Box Elder Acer negundo Pest problems
Cottonwood  Populus species Weak structure, hard to maintain.
Elms Ulnus Americana Dutch elm disease-suceptible
 Ulnus pumila  Weak structure; hard to maintain.
Hawthorn Crataegus species Thornless accepted only.
Honeylocust Gleditsia species Thornless accepted only.
Horse Chesnut Aesculus hippocastanum Poisonous, projectile fruit.
Kentucky Coffee Tree Gymnocladus dioica Poisonous, projectile seed pods.
Mountain Ash Sorbus species Disease problems.
Ohio Buckeye Aesculus glabra Poisonous, projectile fruit.
Pear Trees Pyrus species Fruitless/persistent fruit accepted only.
Poplars Populus species Short-lived; weak structure.
Silver Maple Acer saccharinum Weak structure.
Tree of Heaven Ailanthus altissima Crowds native species, damages
  pavement/foundations, suckers.
Willows Salix species Weak structure; hard to maintain.

SHRUBS

Cactus Opuntia spp. Spiked.
Common Buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica L. Invasive.
Potentilla Potentilla fruticosa Overplanted, insects.
Siberian Peashrub Caragana arborescens Thorns.
Soapweed Yucca Yucca glauca Spear-like growth.
Staghorn Sumac Rhus typhina Suckers.

VINES

Multifl ora Rose Rosa multifl ora Crowds out native species



BVSD Playground Design Guidelines

A P P E N D I X  D

A S P H A L T  S T R I P I N G  L A Y O U T S



BVSD Playground Design Guidelines

ASPHALT STRIPING - TWO & FOUR SQUARE 
Not to Scale
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ASPHALT STRIPING - HOPSCOTCH
Not to Scale
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ASPHALT STRIPING - TETHERBALL
Not to Scale
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ASPHALT STRIPING - BASKETBALL
Not to Scale
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BVSD Form Pending
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PUBLIC GIFTS TO SCHOOLS

PURPOSE:  The Superintendent and the Board of Education are appreciative of those who want to 
give gifts to the schools and the School District.  Gifts may include cash, real or personal property, 
services, or in-kind contributions.

PROCEDURE:   
All gifts to the schools or the District must follow the basic principles set out in Board Policy KH, � 
Public Gifts to the Schools and the School District and the associated regulation KH-R, Use of 
Gifts to Employ School Staff.
Acceptance procedures will include the following:� 

Gifts of less than $1,000.00 to a single school will be accepted by the authority of the ♦ 
Principal.
Gifts in excess of $1,000.00 but less than $10,000.01 will be accepted by the authority ♦ 
of the Superintendent.
Gifts over $10,000.01 will be presented to and acted on by the Board of Education.♦ 

When a gift has been accepted, it will become the property of the School District and purchases � 
with these funds must be made in accordance with District policy.
At the time of acceptance, there will be a defi nite understanding with regard to the use of the � 
gift, including whether it is intended for the use of one particular school or all schools in the 
District.
Cash gifts shall be accounted for through either a student activity account at the school or a � 
district revolving account.
Gifts for playgrounds will be accounted for in the ‘8900’ program series within a school’s � 
revolving accounts (Fund 73).
All gifts received by schools or school-sponsored groups must be reported to the Superintendent � 
at the end of each semester.  Reporting shall include amount or description of the gift, person or 
group donating, and the use made of the gift, including the name of the recipient staff member 
or group.

REPORTING OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS

PURPOSE:  All gifts and donations received by schools or school-sponsored groups must be reported 
to the Superintendent at the end of each semester.  

PROCEDURE:
Please refer to Board Policy KH, Public Gifts to the Schools and the School District before � 
accepting gifts or donations on behalf of the District.  All gifts or donations need to be accepted 
by the school’s Principal, Superintendent or the Board of Education.  For Superintendent 
approval, contact the Superintendent’s offi ce for appropriate procedures.  For Board of 
Education approval, contact the Finance and Accounting Services Department for assistance 
in preparing the board agenda item.
When reporting gifts or donations, please include the following information:� 

Amount or value of the gift or donation,♦ 
The name of the donor,♦ 
Purpose of the donation.♦ 

At the beginning of each semester, the head secretary at your school will receive an e-mail from � 
the Finance and Accounting Services Director’s Assistant.  This e-mail will include directions on 
where and how to sign on to the gift report entry page and the cut off dates for entry.
You must click on the link from the e-mail to get to the gift report page and be on a district � 
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computer to be able to enter the information.  After clicking on the link you will come to a page 
with a list of schools/departments.  Simply choose your school and you will be linked to an entry 
page.  Enter all fi elds and hit the submit button.  If you scroll down, you can see the entries 
you have made.  You can add, edit or delete entries at anytime before the cut off date for each 
semester.
When the cut off date is reached, the gift report page will be closed.  When the information � 
is stored and the new web link is available, an e-mail will be sent to notify you when the next 
semester gift report page is ready.
If you have any questions, please contact the Finance and Accounting Services Department. � 

FUNDING PLAYGROUNDS WITH FUNDRAISED DOLLARS

PURPOSE:  The District has designed this process to assist schools in complying with board policies 
and regulations when schools desire to build playgrounds with fundraised dollars.

PROCEDURE:   
Schools wishing to use fundraised dollars for playground construction must submit a proposal � 
describing the planned project to the Department of Capital Planning, Engineering and 
Construction. The proposal will usually be part of the school’s Playground Master Plan.
All gifts to schools must follow the basic principles described in Board Policy KH, and the � 
associated regulations.
Schools must receive approval from the Department of Capital Planning, Engineering and � 
Construction prior to authorizing the work.
While fundraised dollars can be deposited into any revolving account associated with a school � 
(Fund 73), funds specifi cally intended for the playground should be in the ‘8900’ program code 
series; therefore, the account code string will be: 73 / XXX.8900 / 1990. The school uses the 
Deposit Summary Form to make the deposit.
Existing funds already in the School’s account (73 / XXX.8900 / XXXX) carried over from prior � 
years, or from prior deposits may be utilized.
Regulations for bidding and contracting are also described in Board Policy  FEF.� 
Construction performed in conjunction with Bond projects will be managed by the Department � 
of Capital Planning, Engineering and Construction.
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Sample Letter for Cash Donations

Today’s Date

Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Public
123 Any Street
Anywhere, CO 80000

Dear _______________

On behalf of __________ School and the Boulder Valley School District RE-2, I wish 
to thank you for your cash donation of $________ received on ___________.

The donation will be used for _________________________________.
______________School provided no goods or services in return for this contribution.

OR

______________School provided goods or services worth $__________ in 
exchange for this contribution.

Donations made to ____________ School and the Boulder Valley School District 
RE-2 are deductible by donor under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code.

Sincerely,

______________Principal
______________School
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Sample Letter For Non-Cash Donations

Today’s Date

Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Public
123 Any Street
Anywhere, CO 80000

Dear _______________

On behalf of __________ School and the Boulder Valley School District RE-2, I 
wish to thank you for your donation of (description on non-cash items) received on 
___________.  The Internal Revenue Service requires that the value of non-cash 
donations be determined by the donor.

The donation will be used for _______________________________.
______________School provided no goods or services in return for this contribution.

OR

______________School provided goods or services worth $__________ in 
exchange for this contribution.

Donations made to ____________ School and the Boulder Valley School District 
RE-2 are deductible by donor under Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code.

Sincerely,

______________Principal
______________School




